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international  military  tribunal  for  the  far  east 
the  united  states  of  AMERICA,  et  al. 

-  vs  - 

AR/.KI,  Sadao,  et  al. 


I  had  the  honor  to  ropreaait  mjr  King  and  countiy  in  Tokyo,  aa 

Belgian  ytabaasador,  from  Deconber  1920  to  Fobniary  1939.  1  was  Doan  of  the 

Diploratic  Corps  from  Decomber  1928  to  February  1939,  so  I  was  in  a  position 

to  know  well  the  lenders  of  Japan  during  the  two  decades  which  preceded  the 
second  world  war, 

When  I  arrived  in  1921  Japan  seemed  on  its  way  to  becone  a 
constitutional  and  parliamentary  democracy  on  the  European  pattern.  A  aeries 
of  unfortumte  events  cKanged  the  course  of  history.  The  worst  elements  in 
the  land,  which  had  no  influence  in  1921,  gradually  emerged  from  their 
pesition  of  Insignificance  and  by  degrees  succeeded  in  winning  to  their  silly 
ideas  of  doadiBting  Asia  and  tho  world,  first  the  arny  and  finally  the 
Japanese  people  (vho  will  always  folic*  any  energetic  leaders). 

Rben  I  left  Japan  in  1939  an  anonymous  and  collective  dictatorship 

of  the  army  held  tho  cour.tnr  and  its  supposedly  "absolute”  monarch  in  their 
grip. 

Fhon  my  long  personal  contact  with  the  Daperor  I  can  declare  that 
he  is  the  most  convinced  "pacifist”  that  I  have  ever  met.  1  feel  cerUin 
that  His  IJaJcsty  did  all  Ho  could  to  foil  the  plans  of  the  war  monger,  and 
that,  had  He  gone  in  lUrther  or  sooner  than  He  did  in  putUng  His  ftoot  down 
on  the  military  clique  and  reaffirming  His  own  supreme  and  legitimate 

authority.  He  would  have  been  suppressed  and  the  situation  today  would  bo 

infinitely  worse  than  it  is.  T  n  u 

1  think  this  will  become  more  and  more  evident 

as  time  passes. 
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With  Mr.  Hirota,  Koki,  I  have  had  friendly  relations  for  a  great 
nany  years  even  before  he  became  Prime  Minister  in  March  1936  and  Mini- ter 
of  Foreign  Affairs  in  1937-1933.  I  feel  absolutely  convinced  that  Mr.  Hirota 

always  used  his  real  influence  with  the  military  leaders  to  restrain  them  to 
the  best  of  his  ability. 

Baron  Hiranuma  and  Mr.  Shigemitsu  may,  in  my  opinion,  be  considered 
pretty  much  in  the  soine  light  as  Mr.  Hirota.  They  were  certainly  not  among 
the  foolish  hotheads  who  led  Japan  to  disaster.  But  ny  acquaintance  with  them 
was  by  no  means  as  intimate  as  with  ffr.  Hirota  so  that  I  cannot  give  as 
definitely  forraal  an  opinion  about  them  as  about  Mr.  Hirota. 


I  knew  numbers  of  Japanese  diplomats  and  statesmen  who  were  too 
clever  not  to  see  the  folly  of  a  war  against  the  U.S.  and  who,  moreover,  were 
sincerelj'  and  damply  in  favor  of  international  cooperation.  Such  were  Count 


Nakino,  l!r.  Tsoneo  Matsudaira,  Admiral  Suzuke,  Viscount  Matsudaira,  Baron 


Shideliora,  Mr .  Satow,  Mr.  Kurusu  and  many  more. 


Others  of  the  same  stanp 


died  before  tJie  wa.-: 


v'vt.  Isl-.ii,  Br.  Tjuin,  Mr.  Adatci,  Prince  Saionji,  etc.) 
Written  and  signed  at  Brussels  24th  July  '47 


(Signed)  Bassonpierre 


With  Mr.  Kurusu  I  have  had  particularly  friendly  relations.  For 
several  years  he  was  one  of  the  Directors  of  the  Caimusho  (Foreign  Office) 
prior  to  1936  wh.en  he  was  appointed  Ambassador  to  Brussels.  He  arrived  there 
with  his  f8mi..-.y  m  July  1936  when  I  was  home  on  furlough  and  I  introduced  him 
nnd  his  wife  and  daughter  to  all  our  friends  in  Belgium. 

V/hen  I  returned  to  Hiropc  at  the  end  of  ny  mission  in  May  1937,  Mr. 
Kurusu  was  still  in  Brussels  but,  much  to  his  regret,  ho  was  transferred  to 
Berlin  in  September  when  General  Oshima  was  rciwlled  for  having  been  unable  to 
warn  the  Japanese  Government  of  the  a /.nature  of  the  Russo  German  pact  in 
August,  of  which  he  had  been  given  no  kind  of  notice  before  it  was  signal! 
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Hr.  Kurusu  was  at  the  head  of  the  Berlin  Embassy  in  September  1940» 
when  he  was  ordered  to  sif.n  the  militrj?y  alliance  v/ith  Corimny,  and  v/as  then 
replaced  once  more  by  Gmcral  Oshirta.  Iicfore  returning/  to  Japan  he  came  to 
Brussels  in  Febr.  i,'.,  to  say  gooubyo  to  n.c  arw  a  few  other  friends.  'Je  were 
then  under  German  occupation. 

What  Jir.  Kurvnu  bold  mo  thor.  I  am  not  at  liberty  to  reveal  as  ho 
bound  me  to  secrecy.  But  v/hat  I  may  and  do  ai'f.irm  is  that  I  had  definite  proof 
then  that  Hr.  Kurusu  personall;'^  disapproved  the  military  pact  he  had  signed 
and  deeply  regretted  the  trend  cf  his  government ' s  policy  which  seemed  to  be 
in  the  direction  cf  war. 

If  Vr.  Kurusu  chose  to  publish  the  details  he  gave  me  under  the  seal 
of  secrecy,  overj’onc  would  bo  convinced  as  I  am,  that  when  he  accepted,  in  1di>- 
fall  of  1941,  the  mission  to  go  to  Wasningten  to  second  Admiral  Hoaaira,  he 
did  it  in  perfect  good  faith,  .rdth  the  sole  ani  sincere  wish  to  strain  every 

effort  to  maintain  peace. 

V/ritten  and  signed  at  Erusscls  on  Ju3y  24th,  1947 

(Sl^iod)  Bassonpierre 
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C'TITIFICATE  CF  ACKIKT.LLDGIOT  OF  FXECUTION  OF  AN  INSTRUMSNT 


KIi'!GDCA';  OF  BELGIUM!  ) 

) 

CITY  OF  BRNSSPJLS  ) 

J  gg  • 

CONSCL'J?  SECTION  OF  ) 

THE  BACBASSY  ) 

I,  Russell  E.  Jcrdan,  Consul  of  the  United  States  of  America  at 
Brussels,  Bjlgium,  duly  commissioned  and  qualified,  do  hereby  certify  that 
on  this  29th  day  of  July  1947,  before  me  personally  appeared  BARON  /iLBERT  DE 
PASSOffl^IERRE  to  me  personally  known,  and  known  to  me  to  be  the  individual 
described  in,  whose  name  is  subscribed  to,  and  vdio  executed  the  annexed 
instrument,  ana  beArv?  informed  by  mo  of  the  contents  of  said  instrument  he 
<iuly  acknov/Zedeed  to  ire  that  ho  executed  the  same  freely  and  voluntarily  for 
the  uses  and  purposes  therein  mentioned. 


(SEAL) 


In  v/itness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and 

official  seal  the  day  and  year  last  above  written. 

t 

(Signed) _ Russell  B.  Jordan 

Russell  B.  Jordan 

Consul  of  the  United  States  of  ijnerica. 
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